
THE journey to parenthood
for Elizabeth Daly and her
husband Todd has been
anything but smooth. 

After two years trying to
fall pregnant, the couple
turned to IVF, and Mrs Daly
fell pregnant with twin boys.
However, after complications
and surgery, she lost both
babies. 

It was then that her fertility
doctor discovered Mrs Daly
had a rare form of cervical
cancer, leading to the removal
of her cervix. 

Eventually, Mrs Daly was
able to fall pregnant via IVF
and gave birth to son Jack on
Boxing Day 2016. And then, a
big surprise. Jack was only a
few months old when the
couple discovered Mrs Daly
was pregnant again. Daughter
Pippa was born on June 26. 

Despite Mrs Daly’s medical
history both children were
born healthy and at full term,
something possible thanks to
the assistance she received
from her medical team at King
Edward Memorial Hospital. 

“I wouldn’t have been able
to carry to full term if I hadn’t
gone to King Eddies,” Mrs
Daly said. 

The experience has made
the Dalys dedicated supporters
of the Women and Infants
Research Foundation. 

WIRF research has led to
remarkable breakthroughs in
preventing pre-term births and
means WA is leading the
world in offering programs to
help women carry to full term. 

Professor John Newnham,
chief scientific director at

WIRF, said the foundation’s
cutting-edge research was
having a major impact not
only in WA but across
Australia. 

“We put a program
together called The Whole
Nine Months in
collaboration with a lot of
partners including Channel 7
and Telethon, and basically we
developed the world’s first
whole-of-population,
comprehensive whole
package of interventions,”
Professor Newnham said. 

“We lowered the rate of
pre-term birth across WA
in its first year.” 

The program was such
a massive success that WIRF
has since received Federal
Government funding to roll
out the program across the
country — the world’s first
national pre-term birth
prevention program.

“Telethon funding has been
very important to enable us to
analyse exactly what is
happening across WA,”
Professor Newnham said. 

“That’s what Telethon has
funded. It enabled us to work
up the interventions and it has
since allowed us to analyse the
consequences of implementing
it.”

For Mrs Daly, the real
impact of that funding is
evident in her two healthy,
bright babies. 

“We have had quite a bit to
do with WIRF, and we know
what’s going on behind the
scenes in terms of helping
women and families like
myself have their dreams come
to fruition, the dream of
having a family,” she said. 

BELLE TAYLOR

Family dream: Elizabeth Daly with with son Jack, 22 months, and daughter Phillippa, 3
months. Picture: Justin Benson-Cooper

Telethon kicks off
world first for
full-term births
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LABOR’S public policy might
be to slash negative gearing for
property investors — but pri-
vately its MPs are furiously buy-
ing houses.

An analysis of MPs’ assets by
The Sunday Times reveals 94
per cent of Federal politicians
live in a home they own or are
paying off compared with 66
per cent of voters.

Since the 2016 election, the
current cohort of Federal MPs
have increased the number of
properties they collectively own
by more than 10 per cent with
the average politician now own-

ing between two and three
homes each.

Labor MPs have added an
extra 24 houses to their collec-
tive property portfolio, repre-
senting a 14 per cent jump in the
number of properties owned by
the Opposition members.

Lower House MPs bought
the highest number of proper-
ties leading to a 20 per cent
increase in the number of prop-
erties owned by members on
the Opposition’s benches.

Coalition MPs also invested
in property in the past 21⁄2 years

with a 10 per cent jump in the
number of houses and units
owned by Government MPs.

The property blitz comes
just months before the next
Federal election with Labor
promising to axe negative gear-

ing for new investors unless
they buy new housing stock. 

The lucrative tax break will
be grandfathered for current
investors giving MPs an added
incentive to buy up before poll-
ing day.

The Sunday Times analysis
includes all properties listed by
MPs and senators in their 
register of interests included
residential, agricultural, com-
mercial and industrial proper-
ties and those jointly owned
with family members.

But the number of properties

owned by MPs could be signif-
icantly higher than reported as
the figures do not include house
which are solely in the name of
a spouse or those hidden in fam-
ily trusts and companies.

About 6 per cent of politic-
ians claim not to own any 
property including Queensland
senator Claire Moore, Greens
senator Jordon Steele-John 
and Liberal MP Trent Zimmer-
man.

The five MPs with the 
biggest property portfolios —
Barry O’Sullivan, David Gilles-

pie, Karen Andrews, Lucy
Gichuhi, and Nola Marino —
are all members of the coalition.
Collectively they own more
than 75 properties.

With two new investments
in South Australia, Labor’s Tony
Zappia is the Opposition’s big-
gest property mogul having an
interest in seven properties.

Several MPs also have inter-
national property investments
with Deputy Labor leader
Tanya Plibersek owning prop-
erty in Slovenia, Liberal senator
Linda Reynolds has in a holiday
house in Bali and dumped min-
ister Concetta Fierravanti-
Wells has an investment prop-
erty in Umbria, Italy.

Pollies in property blitz
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AUSTRALIA’S peak farming
lobby has slammed a plan by
the Morrison Government to
push workers into farm jobs as
a “shallow attempt at solving a
deep problem”.

In a bid to please farmers
and Nationals MPs concerned
about a lack of seasonal farm
workers, the Morrison Govern-
ment has unveiled a plan to axe
the dole for unemployed Aus-
tralians who refuse farm work.

Under the plan, farmers will
be required to report job vacan-
cies to an employment service
provider who will help them
find local workers.

National Farmers Federa-
tion president Fiona Simpson
said the policy would do little
to fix the shortage of seasonal
and short-term workers.

“We want Australians to fill
jobs on Aussie farms . . . but the
reality is this latest attempt is
unlikely to bear fruit,” she said.

Ms Simpson renewed calls
for the Government to intro-
duce a new agricultural visa to
boost the numbers of foreign
workers in regional areas,
including from Asia.

The proposal has caused a
bitter division within the coali-
tion with senior Cabinet mem-
bers claiming it could
jeopardise opportunities for
workers from the Pacific who
come into Australia under the
Seasonal Worker Program and
the Pacific Labour Scheme.

“Industry has been calling
for a dedicated agricultural visa
for over 12 months now,” Ms
Simpson said. ‘We have been
talking to the Government,
putting forward a strong case
and clearly demonstrating the
need for measures that will
genuinely address the problem. 

“If the Government will not
deliver an agricultural visa in
the short term, we need dedi-
cated changes to the existing
schemes that will make a dif-
ference to farmers this season.” 
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