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New team set

Gynaecological
researchers hope to
improve womefis lives

bicspecimen bank of
evnascclogical cancers wiil be
éstabiished in Perth to boost
research ints thelr cause,
senetic pathways and & cure,

A tizaus and blood sarapla wiil bs taken
of overy ovacian and endametvial cancen
with the copsent of the patieais, Thisis
likely to be broadened to nclude other
gynaacological cancers.

“Phe sampies will be stored and uged for
studieg, some of which wili be conducted
i conjuaction with interstate and
OVELSBAS S1rOups.

The biospecimen bank is a joint
venture between St Johin of God Hospital
and the new WA Gynaceologie Cancer
Research Cetitve being sot up under the
leadership of Yeo Loung, a gynaecological
ongologist at King Bdward Memorial
Hospital.

Professor Yeung, who was recently
recrulted as the first professor in
gynaecalogical oncology at the University
of W4, said the reseavch would not only

Leader: Yee Loung, head of the new WA
Gynaecotogic Cancer Research Centre.

success{ul seyeening program. Others ave
picked up olﬁymheu a woinai develops
syiptorss. e

WA Is unique in Australia in havmg a
single gynaecological cancer serviee,
based at KEMH, which provides clinical
care for more than 96 per cent of

Fundraiser: Fai Wong. owier of the Grand Palace r
of the Wortien and lnfants Reseatch Fowndation; WA Governor Malcohin McCusker; his wife, Tonya
McCusker, who is patron of the Wenten and Infants Research Foudattor; and Professor Yoo Leting,

gynaecological cancer service, with s
myriad specialist doclors, nurses and
other healih professionals, to a football
team that played to a game plan.

The research centre would consist of
the people behind the scenes who worked
cut the strategies and developed ways of

look at causes and cuves for diagnosed woinen in improving the game
gynaecological cancers but also ways of meiropolitan, rural and plan.
unproving the lives of women with the remote areas. “The research pillar One of the first
cancers. Professor Yeung said projects will be to study
Most gynascalogical cancars ave of the rasgarch centre, needs to be de\lelﬂped the reasons that rural
nnknown cause, with the exception of which wonld not have & - and indigensus women
cervicsl cancer, which i mostly teiggoved  new building but be a so we have home - with gynaecological
by the human papilicma virug. virtual centrs that grown research that  concer have 2 worse
Besry year move than 456 women in involyed a range of will be of henefit to outceme than others,
WA vecstve a diagnosis of gynaccoiogical VESBArGISrs, Was being CrET The first main
cancer and the number is expected to dsveioped to the WA community. fundraising venture for
rise, with the exception of cervical cancer  compiément the the cenire held last
which is expected to dvop in incidence teaching and clinical month raised 135,000,
after the introduction of the cervical service at KEMH. including $50,000 from the McCusker

cancse vaccine and Pap smear scresning.
In 2006, thers wers 180 cages of uterine,
192 cases of fallopiaa tube and ovavian, 67
cases of cervical, 27 cases of valyal, 13
cages of vaginal and 11 cases of peritoneal
cancet. Ceivical cancet is the only
synaecological cancer that has a

“We can capture everybody (with
gynaeeological cancer), we have this
advantage,” he said. “The reseavci piliar
needs to be developed so we liave
home-grown reseaich that will
be of benefil to the WA conimunity”

Professor Yeung likened the Statewide

Charitable Foundaiion.

Anothér §365,000 is being sought o
achieve the centre’s targst.

Anyone interested inmaking a
donation can go to wirf.com.au ani
follow the link to Raiziig funds for & new
(Gynaecologic Cancer Research Centre.

to fight cancers

t Prof John Newnl tive director
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